[Complications of prolonged peridural catheterization in the treatment of cancer pain with opioids].
40 patients in 2 groups of 20 and all subjected to peridural catheterisation for the intermittent infusion of pain-killing opiates are examined. Different catheters and different lengths of time (47.55 and 62.15 days) were adopted for the two groups. Nine different parameters were used in examining the long-term complications. A statistically significant difference was found in three of these parameters. The report concludes with some general remarks on the use of peridural opiates in advanced cancer patients.